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Short Synopsis 
In 2018, Marcia Tiburi and Jean Wyllys, prominent Brazilian activists, flee Brazil after threats from the far right. From exile in Europe, they exchange letters on politics, social media, and banishment. Their readings shape the film, permeated by the silent presence of a centuries-old tree in Paris.
Technical Information
Title: Songs of Exile
Year: 2025
Runtime: 77 min
Format: 2K
Countries of production: France / Brazil
Original language: Portuguese
Written and directed by: Dado Amaral
With: Marcia Tiburi and Jean Wyllys
Editing: Nina Galanternick
Cinematography: Camila Freitas
Sound recording: Juruna Mallon
Sound design: Fernando Aranha
Production: Caboclo Cinema (Brazil)			Co-production: La Centrale 22 (France)
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Long Synopsis
In December 2018, writer Marcia Tiburi and congressman Jean Wyllys were forced to leave Brazil amid death threats and violence following the rise of the far right. Both departed without revealing their destinations. She resettled in Paris, he in Barcelona, where they could resume their lives in safety.
In Europe, they exchanged letters reflecting on contemporary politics in the age of social media and the painful experience of exile. Dado Amaral, a Brazilian filmmaker based in Paris, follows both subjects during their time abroad, making the reading of these letters by their authors the core of the documentary. A third character quietly permeates the film: a 290-year-old Lebanon Cedar, planted at Jardin des Plantes, in Paris. 
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Jean Wyllys reading in his apartment in Barcelona.

Director's Bio
Dado Amaral is a director, actor, and writer. He has made nine short films, including two documentaries about the street visionary Prophet Gentileza: Gentileza (1994) and Porr Gentileza (2002). He directed Alfavela (2010) for TV Brasil, winner of the FIC-TV grant from Brazil’s Ministry of Culture. As a screenwriter, he has written series and programs for channels based in Rio de Janeiro. His debut feature, Songs of Exile, premiered at Cinéma du Réel 2025.
Contact
Name: Dado Amaral
Email: gentileza@gmail.com
Phone: +33 6 58 35 11 50
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